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Abstract
Locating universities in regions where they should spur regional develop-
ment has been recognized as an important regional political “instrument“
since the middle of the twentieth century. The expected impacts on regional
development range from economic, political, demographic, infrastructural,
cultural, educational, to social. Thereby various studies confirm that a) the
university-region setting is unique and context-specific and b) universities
will not spur regional development autonomously or inevitably. The pre-
sentation will show the potentials but also challenges of universities being
located in rural regions. This refers to balancing acts between internation-
ality and regional focus, economic performance and societal engagement,
curriculum development and demands of the regional/national labor mar-
ket etc. Particular attention is paid to income students (origin, attraction)
as well as the migration of graduates. Hereby the presentations builds on
insights from former and ongoing projects with national and international
case studies (Germany, The Netherlands). The presentation will conclude
with insights on strategies how universities in rural siting regions dealt with
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this multiple challenges as well as how the regional environment influenced
the role the universities resumed.

Roswitha Rissner, Michaela Szölgyenyi and the Department of Statistics look
forward to seeing you at the talk!
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